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COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA

RETURN NOTICE
April 17,2015
To:  Mr. Leonard Hopkins, GDC420549, Hancock State Prison, Post Office Box 339, Sparta,

Georgia 31087
Case Number: Lower Court: County Superior Court

Court of Appeals Case Number and Style:__A14A2277. Leonard Hopkins v. The State
Your document(s) is (are) being returned for the following reason(s).

U There is no case pending in the Court of Appeals of Georgia under your name.

O A Notice of Appeal is filed with the clerk of the trial court and not with the Court of Appeals of
Georgia. See OCGA §5-6-37. Once the trial court clerk has received and filed the Notice of Appeal, the
trial court clerk will prepare a copy of the record and transcripts as designated by the Notice of Appeal and
transmit them to this Court. Once the Notice of Appeal is docketed in the Court of Appeals of Georgia, a
Docketing Notice with the Briefing Schedule and other important information is mailed to counsel for the
parties or directly to the parties, if the parties are representing themselves. You do not need to provide this
Court with a copy of the Notice of Appeal you filed with the superior court.

O The Notice of Appeal must include a proper Certificate of Service. A Certificate of Service must show
service to the opposing counsel and contain the counsel’s full name and complete mailing address. The
opposing counsel must actually be served with a copy of your filing.

Hl An Application for Writ of Habeas Corpus should be filed in the superior court of the county in
which you claim you are illegally detained. An appeal from a denial of an Application for Writ of
Habeas Corpus is to the Supreme Court and not the Court of Appeals.

0 An Application for Writ of Mandamus should be filed in the superior court of the county official
whose conduct you intend to mandate. An appeal from a denial of an Application for Writ of Mandamus
is to the Supreme Court and not the Court of Appeals.

O Your appeal was disposed by opinion (order) on . The Court of Appeals
The remittitur issued on
divesting this Court of jurisdiction. The case decision is therefore final.

U ur mailing/documents indicate that you intended to file your papers in another court rather than
the Court of Appeals of Georgia. The address of the Clerk of the is:

As long as you are represented by an attorney, you cannot file pleadings on your own behalf. Your
attorney, Timothy Hoffman, Esq., 120 West Trinity Place, Suite 310, Decatur, Georgia 30030, must
file a Motion to Withdraw as Counsel and it must be granted, before you can file your own pleadings

in this Court.

Again, I am returning the Motion for Reconsideration to you.

O A request for an out-of-time appeal should be made to the trial court from which you are appealing.
If your motion is denied by the trial court, you can file an appeal of that decision by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the clerk of the superior court.

For Additional information, please go to the Court’s website at: www.gaappeals.us
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STONE MOUNTAIN CIRCUIT CONFLICT DEFENDER OFFICE

120 W. Trinity Place, Suite 310, Decatur, GA 30030 - (404) 687-4001 - Facsimile (404) 371-2109

March 24, 2015

Mr. Leonard Hopkins
GDC# 420549
Hancock State Prison
PO Box 339

Sparta, GA 31087

Re: 12CR5192-5
Dear Mr. Hopkins:

Regrettably, I am writing to inform you that the Court of Appeals has affirmed your conviction.
The decision is enclosed. Once your case has been remitted back to the trial court, your direct appeal
will end. That means that I will cease to act as your counsel. Any further action on your case will be
without the assistance of indigent counsel.

I want fo explain your habeas corpus remedy. This is a civil suit, available first in the state
courts and then in the federal courts, brought against the custodian, who stands in for the State.

Because there is no right to counsel on habeas, most are filed “pro se,” that is by the prisoner himself. A
petition for a writ of habeas corpus draws into question the validity of his conviction on constitutional
grounds.

There are limitations periods, however, after which a habeas cannot be filed except in very
exceptional circumstances: one year for federal habeas and four years for state habeas. Because these
periods are different and because they work differently, their interplay can be complicated.

These limitations periods do not run serially—that is, one after the other for a total of five years. They
run together from the date on which the conviction became “final.” That date varies with the
circumstances of the conviction. For cases in which there is no appeal, it is 30 days after the conviction,
the time period for initiating a direct appeal (usually by moving for a new trial). For convictions on
guilty pleas, it is the end of the term of court, the period in which a person can attempt to withdraw the
plea. For convictions appealed to the State Court of Appeals, like yours, finality occurs 20 days after the
opinion or after the disposition of any motion to reconsider, which is the period for filing a petition for
further review (“certiorari”) in the State Supreme Court. For convictions appealed to the State Supreme
Court (including those decided in the Court of Appeals where further review was sought in the State
Supreme Court), “finality” occurs 90 days after the State Supreme court has dispatched the case. This is
the period in which a person can seek further review (again by “certiorari”) in the United States
Supreme court. For cases where such further review was actually sought, “finality” occurs when those
proceedings have run their course in the United States Supreme Court.

Before seeking federal habeas, a person must first “exhaust™ his state remedies. That is, he must
take his claims to the highest state court he can reach as a matter of right. If he seeks federal habeas
only on grounds raised and resolved in a direct appeal, then the direct appeal “exhausts” his state
remedies and he can proceed straight to federal court. If he wishes to raise new grounds, however,
which were not raised on the direct appeal (as is often the case), then he has to go through state habeas
in order to “exhaust” state remedies with regard to them before the federal courts can address them. In

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right... to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.
U.S. Constitution, Amendment VI - December 15, 1791
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF DEKALB COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

V.

Leonard Carl Hopkins

STATE OF GEORGIA

INDICTMENT NO.: 11CR6611-05

CHARGEC(S): Possession of Cocaine with
Intent to Distribute, Driving While License
Suspended and Open Container

DEAD DOCKET ORDER

It is hereby considered, ordered, and adjudged that the above-styled case be placed on the

Dead Docket for the following reasons(s):

The Defendant requested a jury trial on Indictment #12CR5192 whereupon a jury trial was began
on May 28, 2013. The Defendant was found guilty and sentenced to serve 30 years and 36
months in custody. Since the sentencing date, the Defendant has filed for a Motion for a New
Trial. The Motion for New Trial was heard and denied on May 20, 2014. The Defendant filed a
Notice of Appeal to the Georgia Court of Appeals on May 29, 2014. There has not any indication
that the case has been docketed yet. Therefore the State is requesting a Dead Docket in order to

await the outcome of 12CR5192.

This 1st day of August, 2014.

/% / /ﬁé/

Prese te}d by:

A'Sheika L. Penn

Assistant District Attorney

Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit
Main Office: (404) 371-2561

FAX: (404) 371-2981

Email: alpenn@dekalbcountyga.gov
Bar Number: 571303

Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit

556 N. McDonough Street; Suite 700
Decatur, Georgia 30030-3355

Honora'ble {e\éory A. Adams
DEKALB fZLOUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
STONE MOUNTAIN JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
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